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Bharata.  Then bring him in at once.

..Chamberlain.  As the prince commands.    [Exit*]

[Enter Sumantra and the Portress.]

Sumantra.  [Sorrowfully.']   Alas ! Alas!

I have seen the king's demise and the ruin of his son, and now
I hear of the disappearance of the princess. Calamities fall on
my old age as in a string. (8)

Portress.  [To Sumantra]   Come this way, sir.   There is the prince.

Go up to him.

Sumantra.  [Approaching]    Greeting, prince!

Bharata.  Well, old gentleman, have you seen that revelation to the

world of filial affection?    Have you seen the double of Arundhati's

good character ?    Have you seen that model brother a voluntary exile

in the forest ?

[Sumantra remains deep in thought]

Portress.   The prince is speaking to you.

Sumantra, What, to me, madam ?

Bharata.  [Aside]   His fatigue is great indeed.   His mind is wandering

in his distress.    [Aloud]   Have you returned without completing the

journey ?

Sumantra.  Oh, prince, I set out for Janasthana at your bidding to

see Rama.   How could I return while on the way 1

Bharata. Are they hiding then from anger or from shame ?

Sumantra.  Oh, prince!

Whence anger in the well-controlled? Or shame for those
\vhose hearts are pure ? Yet I saw the hermitage empty, bereft
of them. (9)

Bharata.  Did you learn where they had gone ?

Sumantra. There is a colony of forest-dwellers1  at a place  called

Kishkindha.  That 3s where I heard they had gone.

Bharata.  Alas, apes know nothing of human distinctions. They must be

living in great difficulty.

Sumantra. Prince, animals also recognize their obligations.

Bharata.  How so, old gentleman 1

Sumantra. When Sugriva was thrust from his kingdom by his
elder brother Vali, and dwelt on a mountain fobbed of his
wife, Kama relieved him of trouble like his own. (10)

Bharata. Trouble like his own ?  What do you mean by that, old man ?

Sumantra.  [Aside]    I have given it all away.    [Aloud]  Oh, nothing,

prince.    I meant they both had lost their sovereignty.

1 Meaning * moateys'.
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